
 

Lesson: Designing an Effective Query 
 

Curriculum Areas: ELA – Reading, Writing, (other subjects) 

Curricular Outcome(s):  
CC1.1    CC5.1 
CC2.1    CC6.9 
CC3.1    CC7.2 
CC4.1    CC8.2 
 
Resources /Materials: 

 Books, images, or tasks to generate questions 

 Thick and Thin questions worksheet 

Websites and Digital Resources & Sources: 
http://ssla.ca/inquiry   (http://bit.ly/1OfWjwc)  
Questioning and Inquiry information is from Inquiring Minds: Learn to Read and Write (2009)  

21st Century Essential Skills:  
 Create 

 Curate 

 Communicate 
 

Digital Citizenship Concepts and Skills: RESPECT, EDUCATE, PROTECT 
  RESPECT 

  EDUCATE 

Digital Citizenship Essential Questions:  
 Should technology be used to access information to learn new concepts? 

 How can students use digital technologies to best take advantage of the educational opportunities available to them? 

Essential Knowledge - See Digital Fluency Continuum 

 Knowledge: What will students understand? 
o Learning in a digital society includes searching and accessing information as well as processing skills (information 

literacy). 

o There are various ways of organizing information and we need to learn skills to find the information we are 

looking for. 

o I cannot believe everything I find online. 

o Sometimes there is content online that may make me feel uncomfortable and that I should close it and tell and 

adult. 

o Information may vary between websites because search engines have different features and ways of searching. 

o Both finding and evaluating information is necessary. 

 Skills: What will students be able to do? 
o Use a variety of strategies to find information and determine the accuracy and reliability of the information. 

o Students successfully use keywords to search as well as a variety of search strategies. 

Essential Question: 
What is the difference between a thick and thin question? 
How do I ask questions to seek for answers?   How do I inquire about a topic? 

http://ssla.ca/inquiry
http://bit.ly/1OfWjwc
http://education.scholastic.ca/product/9781554486069


Before: 
Introduce your students to the difference between thick and thin questions for research 
(http://bit.ly/XoPapU). Follow this by having students come up with examples of each type of question (thick 
and thin questions). You can also read a book, text, article (fiction or non-fiction) and create a list of thick and 
thin questions within the book. Students can recorder their questions in the worksheet below.  
 

During: 
As a class, generate essential questions on a topic you are studying by exploring books, videos, or images. 
Students can generate their questions on sticky notes and then post them on the board. After they have 
generated their questions, go through them and sort them between thick and thin questions.   
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GpDRj5TgSh8


pg. 47 

After: 
If you would like, you can continue the steps in the inquiry process and explore the question further, see 
below for an inquiry unit template.  

Assessment:  
Students will be able generate thick questions that promote inquiry.  

 



THIN Questions 
(Right There) 

THICK Questions  
(Think and Search) 

Who?   What?   Where?   When?   How many? What if…?   How did…?   Why did…? 
What would happen if…? What might…? 

What do you think…? 

Record your THIN questions below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Record your THICK questions below. 
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